Pownal Economic Development Taskforce Meeting of June 21, 2006
There were three hand-outs available at the Wednesday meeting:

1. Pownal Community Visit Report and Action Plan by the Vermont Council on Rural Development. This report covers the Community Visit Program in Pownal and contains summaries of prior meetings held at the Legion including the four Taskforce group meetings.
2. Working Draft: Long-Term Strategic Economic Development Plan for the Greater Bennington County Region. This detailed report contains the Strengths & Weaknesses of Bennington County plus detailed data that has to be considered in any Economic Development discussion. I consider this report the best reference material available to us. It is recommended reading before our next meeting. This report may be viewed on line at:  


www.epreconomics.com            User Name:   Bennington;        Password:   RDC
3. A Draft list of present Pownal Businesses. It contains about 65 named /or/ type of business in Pownal. Total employees estimated at less than 150, with the School 

employing 56.
We had a lively discussion covering several topics. The main items were:
A.  The impact on School Taxes of any housing development.


The Pownal school now has 260 students and accommodate a moderate increase in students in the present facility. The Homestead Tax Rate is a function of the cost per pupil. Some student increase is desired to keep the cost per pupil at a minimum. 

The Business (Non-Residential) Tax Rate is a State-wide rate adjusted by each Town’s common level of appraisal. The conclusion was that some development is desirable to help keep Homestead Education Taxes under control and make living in Pownal more affordable.
B.   A Pownal Industrial Park.

An industrial park site from 5 to 10 Acres is necessary to accommodate a viable development. Nelson showed us an aerial view of the southern section of town. An old gravel bed might be a possible location. The site should have adequate utilities including electric power that can be classified as Rate 5. Peter Odierna will try to obtain the information on the power lines.

The Mack Molding plant on RT 346 was discussed. We wondered if some manufacturing could be placed in this plant when business picks-up? Peter will insure Mack Molding’s management is aware of Pownal’s desire to see more activity in this plant.

C.   “Pownal Open House” for business people to see what Pownal has to offer was discussed as a way to promote the Town.

D.   An excellent tutorial on Zoning by-laws and how the Town Plan impacts all types of development was presented by Nelson. 
The next meeting is scheduled for 6:30 PM on Wednesday, July 19 at the Pownal Center Firehouse.

Tentative Agenda: 

Review Pownal Goals and Action Steps outlined in the earlier meeting. Discuss 
the items important to you. Add new items.

Identify key priorities and goals for the next 3-6 months, next 12-18 months.


Formulate an action plan to accomplish our goals.

Discuss the type of Development Desired – Not Desired.

