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POWNAL — Select board and school board candidates informed the public during a forum on Tuesday what is they believe 

is good in town and what needs to change. Debating ATV use on town roads, police protection, budgets, taxes, use of the 

former Bartels Lodge, development at the former race track and residents' proposed use of the school's shower, each 

candidate expressed his or her views.  

Myriad issues  

Select Board incumbent Harry "Hap" Percey held a strong focus on the economy and advocated to find a new way to keep 

up with appraisals. "I think the biggest issue to the Select Board is the common level of appraisal. It impacts your taxes 

significantly," said Percey. "The most important thing the board has done this year was the budget. We leveled funded it 

knowing the economy is going to be a challenge in the next few years."  

Percey, who has served a total of six years on the board, said that despite pressures from the state, the taxpayers did not 

pay anything more than a $2 million bond for the sewer project even though the entire cost dramatically increased.  

Incumbent Stephen Kauppi said he is running to finish what the board has started. Kauppi has served the last three years 

on the board and said that he has advocated running the town like a business, which has led to many steps forward.  

"We're not in bad shape, but we need to keep working," said Kauppi. "We can't make everything happen overnight."  

Kauppi said that he has increased dialogue with townspeople and laid the groundwork for more growth during his term. 

Kauppi said the sewer project will be completed ahead of schedule and the budget is level.  

Previously served  

Matt Gardner, who previously served on the board, focused on his experience and listening to the people.  

"We're here to govern the town, not shape and conform it," said Gardner. "We want to move forward in so many aspects, 

but the town is not giving them the tools. The sewer isn't going to benefit the town unless we get some more commercial 

zoning."  

"I think we need to address some of the issues that are holding the town back," he added.  
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Newcomer Leo Haggerty said the board needed more thought and investigation into issues and emphasized looking for 

non-matching grants. "We just need to sit back and re-evaluate all of the options available," said Haggerty.  

Haggerty did not pinpoint a single issue he would like to address, saying that there are many important issues facing the 

town that all could be resolved with careful thought and planning.  

"Working as a team we would brainstorm and find other options to address these issues," he said.  

Neal Krawczyk Sr. said he wants to clean up the scenic areas and work to develop more small businesses. To clean up, 

Krawczyk said he wants to find a way to force owners to make sites presentable, particularly along Route 7.  

"I think we should work on bringing in more small businesses to help keep the taxes low. We've also got too many things 

going on at once; we need to focus on one thing," said Krawczyk.  

Mike Gardner, who could not attend but had a statement read, is hoping for change. In the letter he promised to work hard 

everyday to improve the condition of mobile home parks, bring in more business and face an uphill battle with fixing 

zoning bylaws.  

"The current conditions of the mobile home parks are a black mark on the town," the letter stated. "(This) is the year for 

change, so vote for change in March, the change Pownal needs."  

Gardner ran for the board last year and has served seven years on the school board and previously said that he wants to 

bring a new perspective to the board.  

As for particular issues, all the candidates were in favor of opening some town roads for ATV use to reduce the amount of 

illegal riders. Matt Gardner was for it but showed wariness by adding that the board needs to make sure the clubs they 

allow do advocate for safe riding.  

Full-time constable  

All were against hiring the constable full time except Haggerty, who stated that taking the money that was voted down last 

year to hire the Sheriffs Department for additional patrol should be put toward increasing the constable's hours.  

As for turning the former Bartels Lodge into a new town hall, all candidates said that it will not be feasible or affordable to 

retrofit that building.  

Incumbent School Board member Jon Peaslee said he cares the most about educating the children. Peaslee said that the 

budget increased because of required payments to the state, but despite that, the school has not cut any programs.  

"We don't know one day to the next how many kids we'll have. Kids move around from Massachusetts to New York and 

back to Vermont; it's not like other schools that live further from the Mass. border. We can't cut any programs because we 

need them," said Peaslee. "The most important issue that the school board faces is educating the kids."  

Incumbent Angie Rawling showed empathy by relating to living check to check while paying school tax to the school that 

her two children went to. "This is my sixth year on the school board, I'm a mother of two, one goes to this school and the 

other went through it and is in high school," said Rawling. "I understand what it feels like to pay school taxes you just can't 

afford."  

Shower issue  

Rawling said the best way to educate the children is to keep them up to date with technology.  

She also faced criticism for being the one candidate voting against allowing residents of the Burdick trailer park to use the 

school's shower during a water emergency at the park. While the rest of the candidates said they support allowing the use 

because the school is owned by the taxpayers, Rawling said that the children were allowed to use the shower during the 

school day but mixing adults could create problems. Rawling said that the priority should be to keep the school clean and 

safe first.  

Newcomer Randy Monhollen said that his involvement in the school and his past experience on a New York school board 

puts him above the rest. Monhollen said he has served in many roles at the school, including filling in for the janitor, 

because he cares for the children.  



"With a wise use of the tax dollars, there is a lot that the board can funnel in the right direction," said Monhollen. "I've 

spent a lot of my life in the military, and I'm used to making tough decisions and it has brought me organizational skills, 

too."  

Wants to serve  

Monhollen, a fifth and sixth grade science teacher at the school, spent 20 years in the Army, served on a New York school 

board and performed an array of volunteer work there, including chaperoning field trips, working with the winter carnival 

and haunted house and stage crew for school plays.  

"You can ask the kids, they all know Mr. M.," said Monhollen.  

Marilyn Gardner, another candidate for the school board, would like to see the school become more energy efficient and 

keep the budget low. Gardner said that she has worked at the school and is currently a bus driver.  

"Kids are really important to me," said Gardner.  

Gardner said that she wants Efficiency Vermont to perform an energy audit on the school and find ways to save electricity.  

Organized by the town's communication committee, the forum drew about 40 residents. The questions were asked by 

members of the audience.  

 


